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FUNDRAISING

OUTREACH DIRECTOR UPDATE
For the Coalition, as for
so many others, March
came in like a lamb. Our
programs were humming
along, we were gearing
up for the Pink Ribbon
Walk and Run (our largest
fundraiser of the year),
and I was gathering
volunteers for the ten
day Lilac Festival.
And then came COVID-19.

Lori Meath
In those early days, I was
struck by a stunning question: can I do my job?
Can I really be effective at outreach if I can’t go
anywhere? In the absence of the Lilac Festival;
in the face of our Walk and Run becoming
virtual; in light of the suspension of all health
fairs, conferences, lunch and learns, newsletter
deliveries, and community fundraisers…was
Community Outreach relevant?
That answer also became quickly clear. We need
MORE THAN EVER to reach out to the community
around us. We need to spread the word that we
are here and “open” virtually. We need people to
look toward supporting our Mission beyond these
confounding days; to ensure next year’s Research
Grant Award, to grow our support and Healing
Arts programs, to continue our advocacy efforts,
to educating our greater community, to spread the
word about all of the above. We need to thank our
community for all they have done and tell them
how they can help us in the future.
We need our beloved volunteers to continue to
“volunteer” by registering for the virtual walk;
by sharing the message that we ARE open and
available to anyone who needs us, even now;
by telling your faith community, book club, wine
group, and exercise friends how much we need
THEIR help right now.
The longer this COVID-19 situation goes on, the
more important outreach is to us and to our
community, and the more important YOUR part is
in sharing the message!

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUTREACH
(585) 473-8177 x 304
Lori@BreastCancerCoalition.org
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ALL FOR MOM
We especially cherish the gifts
we receive from young people
in our community.
As Peter D looked toward his
upcoming 11th birthday, he knew
he wanted to include his Mom
in his celebration. Peter’s mom
faced breast cancer in 2017, and
it had been a tough time for
their entire family.
In support of the programs the Coalition offers for people
like Peter’s mom Anne and the local research we fund, he
decided to ask for gifts to support that work in honor of his
mother.
Peter, we thank you and your friends for your donation of
$100. What a great “reverse” birthday gift!

WORKING HARD, PLAYING HARDER

For the third year, the Monroe County Fire Bureau Hockey
team has dedicated the proceeds of their February
tournament to the Breast Cancer Coalition. Bundled
against the frigid indoor temps of the Lakeshore Ice Arena,
friends and families of these firefighters (some of whom
had worked all night!) gather for a spirited, fast-moving
contest against rival teams from Auburn NY and the
Rochester Americans Warrior Hockey veteran group on
February 8.
Though it would be hotly debated, there were no “losers”
on an afternoon of competition, food, and raffles. And the
real winners- the survivor community of the Coalition, in
whose honor a gift for $3000* was presented by event
coordinator/Firefighter Michael Stoerger. Thanks to Mike,
his hardworking family, and the incredible generosity of all
who attended.
*We were also thrilled to receive a donation directly from
the Rochester Americans Warrior Hockey team for $250!
Continued on next page.
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FOR THE LOVE OF AMY

Planning a fundraiser? For guidelines and assistance contact
Lori at (585) 473-8177 x 304 or Lori@BreastCancerCoalition.org.
BIG RESULTS FOR A LITTLE
LEAGUE

Amy Schnitzler was a light in the
lives of all who cherished her energy,
her sassy wit, her sly humor and her
unflinching, un-failing honesty in the
face of the cruelty of a cancer diagnosis
at 26 years old. Certainly no one misses
irrepressible Amy more than her loving
mother, father and brother.
Prior to Amy’s death in December, her
dad Gary Schnitzler had planned a
musical fundraiser to assist Amy with
the burden of her frequent out of area
trips for treatment. A talented and
busy musician, Gary rallied his musical
support system to present an evening
of great music, food, and friendship.
Amy’s spirit was with the event on
a snowy, blowy Saturday in January.
Gary offered the event as a tribute to
those who had helped Amy along the
way of her four years of living with
cancer, and a donation of $788 was
made to the Breast Cancer Coalition
as well as one to METAvivor.
Amy was a gift to all of us!

THE POWER OF PINK
CAMPAIGN PIC
In recognition of breast cancer
awareness month, Brighton
Collectibles pays national tribute to
those facing breast cancer with their
month-long Power of Pink campaign.
Limited edition creations of jewelry
and accessories are offered with
apportion of each sale supporting
breast cancer research. Our local
Eastview Mall store direct their
BreastCancerCoalition.org

store’s campaign toward education
of its primarily female customers,
and partners with the Breast Cancer
Coalition to highlight our own LOCAL
research initiative.
This year, the Eastview crew raised
$602 to support our work.

HEROES IN IRONDEQUOIT

The Fairport Little League
organization is a “family.” Vice
President of Operations Lou Bianco
is a beloved member of that family
and is also the husband and father
breast cancer survivors Diane Bianco
and Rosemarie Morrison, diagnosed
with breast cancer in 2017 and 2018
respectively.
The organization recognized and
honored these women and many
more friends and family by raising
$1000 for the Coalition, which
was presented to us by Lou and
Rosemarie.

Irondequoit’s St. Paul Fire
Department hosted a family day in
October, attracting families from
the area to the House to enjoy BBQ,
tours, games, and information. Special
T shirts commemorating the day were
also sold. The celebration was part of
a larger effort dubbed Badges Against
Breast Cancer.
In cooperation with the Irondequoit
Ambulance, Inc., Irondequoit
Police Department, Laurelton
Fire Department, Point Pleasant
Firemen’s’ Association, Ridge Culver
Fire Department, and Sea Breeze Fire
Department, an amazing $2195.76
was raised from this and a variety of
events to honor survivors in our area.

We are so grateful to the young
players of the League for their efforts,
supported by your wonderful families
and the support of their families—at
home and on the field!
* We apologize for a previous erroneous
version of this piece!

FUTURE FRONT LINE NURSES
It was a pleasure to present to and
speak with the LPN students of SUNY
Brockport’s Nursing program at
the REOC in downtown Rochester!
As they perfect their clinical skills,
they also seek to understand the
emotional and practical challenges of
their future patients and their families
who will face a breast or gynecologic
diagnosis.
As a gesture of support for what the
Coalition provides in the community,
they made a donation of $100.
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LOCAL COMPANIES OFFERING The Gates Fire District gave us a
generous gift of $648 to support our
A HAND

Malena and Joe
Guadagnino are a
young couple with
passion; most of all
passion for family,
friends, fitness and
great food. Their
Webster business,
ROC & Soul Fitness,
gives them the
opportunity to
combine all of these for the good of
the community they love.

Fairport tech company Eagledream
Technologies is dedicated to helping
local companies transform and
adapt to cloud technology business
practices. They are also committed to
supporting the Rochester community
through charitable donations. We
were pleased to receive a donation
of $101 from their Super Bowl event.
Thanks!

On a chilly Sunday in January, they
created and hosted a “pop-up charity
dinner” to benefit our Coalition. Their
gym was converted to a cozy Italian
venue, awash with soft pink and blue
light and filled with the smells of a
homemade Italian meal. Guests dined
at cloth-covered tables, enjoying
friends, wine and fine food in a
beautifully decorated setting.
Family friend and active Coalition
volunteer Margie Micca spoke to
the crowd to share the Coalition’s
gratitude and her own experience
with the Coalition.
This magical evening resulted in an
incredible gift of $2500 to our work.
Thanks to this dynamic couple and
their caring community!

A BENEFIT BAZAAR
We were honored to receive the
proceeds from a booth at the Ontario
United Methodist Church’s November
bazaar. Thank for your gift of $243,
and your support!

A LONG-STANDING TRADITION
The Churchville-Chili Saints
Hockey team once again
took to the ice on the day
after Christmas for their
holiday tournament. Pink the Rink
has been a Churchville tradition for
20 years, created in honor of hockey
mom Elfie Chapin who died from her
breast cancer. Warm hearts in a VERY
cold rink celebrated another successful
tournament and made a presentation
of $1963 to the Coalition.
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Kudos to local attorneys and staff at
Boylan Code Attorneys at Law who
raised a gift of $375 for us.
Our friends at Park West Women’s
Health often run morale-boosting
events in the office to raise donations
for local groups. We are grateful for
their recent gift of $135.66

programs and services.

Local restauranteur Ross Mueller
owns a couple of Rochester’s hottest
establishments, and is a generous
giver within the community. Thanks,
Ross, for a donation off $242 from
October cocktail specials at Native
and Label 7.
Farmington trucking company
Leonard’s Express is continuing
their long-running campaign of A
Penny a Mile donation to the Breast
Cancer Coalition from each of their
four custom-painted pink rigs. This
quarter’s road miles resulted in a
donation of $885.80.

PINK
POWERHOUSE
Her work starts
within a couple of
weeks of finishing
her huge, thrilling,
exhausting event;
year after year, for
nearly 20 years .
Kathy O’Neill
flashes her wide
smile, and it would
appear that few
can say “no” when
she asks for a basket, a gift card, a donation,
tickets, autographs, small appliances, sports
equipment. Every year, tables groan under the
weight of rows and rows of tempting auction
items; an equal bounty will be placed for those
hardy souls who start their evening of bowling
at 9 pm.
The teams who gather each year are clearly family, to each other and with
Kathy. The sea of pink T shirts represents teams’ commitment to those
they have loved and, in some cases, lost, to breast cancer. Survivors are
applauded, friends remembered.
Kathy O’Neill’s Pink Bowl is more than a fundraising event (though it is an
incredibly successful one!) It is a stunning example of one woman’s power
to motivate and inspire the spirit of generosity and community that makes
the annual Pink Bowl so successful.
Thank you Kathy and ALL who made this the largest, most fun, most
successful Bowl ever. And THANK YOU for your donation of $19,000!
BreastCancerCoalition.org

